
50-41.4 Definitions: D 

 

Data center.  An establishment primarily involved in the compiling, storage, conversion or 
analysis and maintenance of documents, records, and other types of information in digital form. 
Daycare facility.  A facility that provides accommodations for persons of any age who receive 
custodial care for less than 24 hours by individual other than parents or guardians, relatives by 
blood, marriage, or adoption, and in a place other than the home of the person cared for. 
Decorative fence.  A powder coated steel fence, solid core ornamental fence, decorative wood 
fence, or fence of similar construction or appearance, but not including a snow fence, chain link 
or highway guard rail. 
Demolition debris.  Solid waste resulting from the demolition of buildings, roads and other 
man-made structures including concrete, brick, bituminous concrete, untreated wood, masonry, 
glass, trees, rock and plastic building parts. It does not include asbestos wastes, appliances, 
furniture or household refuse. 
Dense urban screen.  Continuous screening wall, berm, fence, or row of planting at least six 
feet tall, with screening material designed to provide 75 percent opacity one year after planting 
along the full required height and length of the screening buffer. 
Design storm.  A rainfall event used in the analysis and design of drainage facilities.  See the 
engineering guidelines for the current rainfall data. 
Detention.  The temporary storage of drainage water. 
Deteriorated.  A building or component of a building shall be deemed to have deteriorated 
when its function has been so impaired by natural forces including but not limited to weathering 
or decay that it needs to be replaced to restore its functionality. 
Developable area.  All land within a zone district not occupied by streets and public rights-of-
way. 
Development.  The construction of a building or structure, any clearing, grading, excavation or 
other movement of land, or the division of a parcel of land into two or more parcels.  Within flood 
plain districts, development is defined as any manmade change to improved or unimproved real 
estate, including but not limited to: buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, 
grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations, or storage of equipment or materials. 
Diameter at breast height (DBH).  The primary method of measuring the diameter of a tree 
trunk.  Diameter is measured in inches 54 inches above the ground.  If the tree splits into 
multiple trunks at a height below 54 inches, but above the ground, the diameter is measured at 
the highest point beneath the split. 
Direct illumination.  Illumination by light sources that are effectively visible, either directly or 
through a translucent material, as a part of the sign and illuminating outward. 
Discharge.  The discharge of any pollutant into the waters of the state from any point source. 
Discharge rate.  The rate at which drainage water is released from a specific site and 
expressed as a volume per unit of time, such as cubic feet per second. 
Discharge volume. The volume of drainage water discharged from a site from a single rainfall 
event, expressed as cubic feet or acre-feet. 
Distillery, craft.  A facility that manufactures distilled spirits, as defined by Minn. Stat. § 
340A.301, with a capacity to manufacture 40,000 or fewer proof gallons in a calendar year.  A 
small craft distillery is one that contains less than 7,000 square feet of gross floor area.  A large 
craft distillery is one that contains 7,000 square feet or more of gross floor area. 
District.  Any section of the city within which the zoning regulations are uniform. 
DNR.  Minnesota department of natural resources. 
Drainage basin.  The tributary area through which drainage water is collected, regulated, 
transported and discharged to receiving waters. 



Drainage system.  Any system that conveys stormwater or surface water including sewers 
culverts, ditches, and swales. 
Drainage water.  Stormwater, snow melt, surface and irrigation water, water from footing drains 
and sump pumps or other drains approved by the city. 
Drip line.  A vertical line extending from the outermost edge of a tree’s canopy to the ground. 
Dry cleaning or laundry plant.  An establishment where laundry or dry cleaning is performed 
in bulk and primarily for commercial and institutional customers. This use does not include 
facilities where the public drops off or picks up dry cleaning or laundry that is cleaned off-site. 
Dwelling.  Any building or portion of a building that is designed for or used for residential 
purposes and has a principal entrance facing the front lot line and provides basic requirements 
for living, sleeping, cooking, eating, and sanitation, and is constructed on compliant and 
permanent footings or foundation, with permanent connections to public sanitary sewer and 
water. No recreational vehicle, or structure on a chassis, shall constitute a dwelling, except as 
allowed and provided for in manufactured home parks or recreational vehicle parks. 
Dwelling unit.  A habitable unit in a dwelling providing sleeping, cooking, eating, living and 
sanitation facilities designed for and occupied by one family only, occupied by the owner or by 
another family for periods of occupancy exceeding one week, and that is physically separated 
from any other habitable unit that may be located in the same building. 
Dwelling unit, efficiency.  A dwelling unit in a multi-family, townhouse, or two-family dwelling, 
which is not an accessory dwelling unit, and which consists of one principal room, exclusive of 
bathroom, kitchen, hallway, closets or dining alcove directly off the principal room, providing that 
such dining alcove does not exceed 125 square feet in area. 
Dwelling, cottage.  A one-family dwelling unit which does not include any accessory dwelling 
units, and providing basic requirements for living, sleeping, cooking, eating, and sanitation, 
constructed on compliant footings or foundation, with permanent connections to public sanitary 
sewer and water, and which is located within a cottage housing development. No recreational 
vehicle, or structure on a chassis, shall constitute a cottage dwelling.  A dwelling, cottage, must 
contain at least 200 square feet of enclosed space, but may not exceed 1,200 square feet of 
enclosed space. 
Dwelling, live-work.  A dwelling unit containing an integrated living and working space that is 
intended to function predominately as business workspace with incidental residential use.  The 
unit typically has a store-front, with the workspace, public display area, or show-room on the 
ground floor of the unit and the majority of the residence located either on the upper floor if there 
are two floors, or the back of the unit if there is only one floor. 
Dwelling, multi-family.  A building containing three or more dwelling units, none of which are 
accessory dwelling units, that is not a townhouse. 
Dwelling, one-family.  A building containing one dwelling unit designed for exclusive 
occupancy by one family and occupied exclusively by one family, except that the structure may 
also contain an accessory dwelling unit where expressly authorized, and that is constructed on 
compliant and permanent footings or foundation. This definition includes a manufactured or 
modular home that meets this definition and the requirements of the National Manufactured 
Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. Sections 5401 et. seq.). 
Dwelling, townhouse.  A structure containing three to eight dwelling units, none of which are 
accessory dwelling units, each sharing two vertical party or division walls, except that each end 
unit will have a single party or division wall, with no dwelling units sharing a common horizontal 
surface. 
Dwelling, two-family.  A building containing two dwelling units, neither of which is an accessory 
dwelling unit, designed for exclusive occupancy by two families and occupied exclusively by two 
families.  A twin home is a two-family dwelling where each unit shares a common vertical wall 
and where a side lot line exists on the common wall extending to the front and rear lot lines, but 
is on two separate lots.   


