
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING DATE: August 11, 2025 

 
SUBJECT/TITLE: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT L30831 WITH TKDA 
FOR ADDITIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATED TO THE DESIGN OF WAABIZHESHIKANA: THE 
MARTEN TRAIL SEGMENTS 0, 1, and 2 PROJECT  

 
SUBMITTED BY: Kooper Andringa, Project Tech, Property & Facilities Management 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve 

 
BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

 
 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION: Approved Resolution 19-0784R - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WAABIZHESKIKANA (THE MARTEN TRAIL) MINI MASTER PLAN. 
 
Approved Resolution - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE US 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE TO INCLUDE AN INITIAL FINANCIAL 
CONTRIBUTION OF $35,000 FOR THE CONTINUED DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF WAABIZHESHIKANA: 
THE MARTEN TRAIL AND THE ST. LOUIS RIVER ESTUARY NATIONAL WATER TRAIL 
 
Approved Resolution - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT 24401 WITH 
THE US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TO INCREASE THE FUNDING AWARD 
BY $140,000 FOR THE CONTINUED DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT OF WAABIZHESHIKANA: THE MARTEN 
TRAIL. 
 
Approved Resolution 23-0737 - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF A MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND GRANT IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,375,000 TO EXPAND RECREATIONAL ACCESS ALONG THE ST. LOUIS RIVER 
ESTUARY. 
 
Approved Resolution 24-0372R - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE THIRD AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT 
24401 WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TO INCREASE THE FUNDING AWARD BY $224,000 TO SUPPORT 
ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING ALONG THE ST. LOUIS RIVER ESTUARY. 
 
Approved Resolution 23-0531R - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH TKDA FOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES RELATED TO THE DESIGN OF WAABIZHESHIKANA: THE MARTEN TRAIL 
SEGMENTS 0, 1, and 2 PROJECT. 
 
BACKGROUND: Waabizheskikana (The Marten Trail), once referred to as the Western Waterfront Trail, 
consists of an existing 3.3-mile multi-use recreational trail that traces the shore of the St. Louis River 
Estuary. A mini master plan was approved in 2019 with the following major recommendations: 
1. Rebrand the Western Waterfront Trail as a heritage trail, including renaming the trail to reflect and 
honor the cultural and historical significance of the area. 
2. Initiate a separate heritage interpretive planning process to identify and articulate the stories of the 
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river and the area. 
3. Retain the entire existing LSMR rail line for excursion train use. 
4. Extend the existing trail to connect seven river corridor neighborhoods by way of a trail alignment that 
traverses the shoreline and nearby ridgeline. 
5. Improve three existing water access sites and develop three additional water access sites to increase 
public riverfront use. 
6. Design all these facilities to ensure accessibility, regardless of income, age or physical ability. 
 
A Cooperative Agreement between the City of Duluth and National Park Service for the design and 
development of Waabizheshikana: The Marten Trail, was accepted in 2022. The Cooperative Agreement 
provides for multi-year technical assistance, as well as an initial financial award of $35,000 to be used for 
further design of Segment 2 of Waabizheshikana, to include the Munger Landing and Blackmer Park 
Trailheads, as well as pause area elements identified in Waabizheshikana: The Marten Trail Interpretive 
Plan along Segments 0-2. Three amendments have been made to the original contract to increase the 
total funding to $539,500.00. 
 
BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT: Budget is now $153,949.00, from the Half & Half Tax Projects fund Waabizheshikana 
Trail, Seg 0-3: 63rd Ave W to Boathouse Pt 

 
OPTIONS: Approve the resolution and the design of the trail can continue as planned. If denied the project will 
be halted  
 
NECESSARY ACTION: Approve. 

ATTACHMENTS: Exhibit A 
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