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Attachment B.1: Project Description and Budget 

Department of Commerce, Financial Assistance Award  
CFDA No. and Name:  11.419, Coastal Zone Management Administration Awards 
Federal Award Number:  NA23NOS4190213 
Recipient:  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Title:  Implementation of Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program – FFY23 
Federal Period of Performance: July 1, 2023 – December 31, 2024 

Project Description 

Task 306A-1:  Park Hill Acquisition 
Project Number:  23-306A-01 
Subrecipient: City of Duluth 
Timeframe: Fall 2023 – November 30, 2024 

The City of Duluth (City; sub-recipient) will acquire and preserve 54 acres of high-quality northern 
hardwood forest for habitat and recreation. The two parcels are currently owned by the Park Hill 
Cemetery (a willing seller).  

The parcels are adjacent to Downer Park and other parcels to the north and west that Duluth is working 
to acquire from St. Louis County and Forest Hill Cemetery.  They contain cold-water tributaries to Tischer 
and Amity Creeks, both designated trout streams impaired for temperature and sediment. They consist 
of a northern hardwood forest of extremely high-quality sugar maple and red oak. It is largely intact with 
very few invasives and exceptional habitat for upland and aquatic plants and animals.  

The parcels are undeveloped but are used extensively by the public for commuting and recreation. The 
Duluth Traverse Mountain Bike System and the Superior Hiking Trail go through the property. Nearby 
residents use the property for a variety of activities including fishing, bird-watching, picnicking, and 
exploration. Acquiring the property is one step towards creating and protecting a 500-acre forest 
preserve with a direct connection to Hartley Nature center. 

The City will create a management plan for the site, which will secure the future of the existing trails 
(biking and hiking) and create sustainably built, designated trails for foot traffic and fishing.  The 
management plan will ensure or improve the existing habitat, the creeks, and nearby wetlands and 
enhance habitat connectivity as well. 

The Property Services Office at the City will handle all aspects of the acquisition.  Once acquired, the 
Property Services Office will work with the Parks Department to develop a protocol to combine the Park 
Hill property with the adjacent Downer Park and submit that to the Duluth City Council for approval. 

The City and State prepared and submitted the 306A questionnaire and supporting documentation to 
NOAA for approval.  See the GIS Survey and map on the last page. 

Task Outcomes 
1. Acquisition – purchase property, secure title.   
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Outcome End Date: December 2023 

2. Designation – designate parcels as part of Downer Park.  Install funding acknowledgment 
signage onsite. 

Outcome End Date: June 2024 

Products 
• Recorded deed for 54 acres 
• Designation as part of Downer Park 
• Photo of acknowledgement signage 

Budget (Task Funding) 
Grant (federal): $100,000.00  
Match (non-federal): $564,800.00 
Total: $664,800.00 

Name Grant Match Total 

Personnel    

Fringe    

Travel    

Equipment    

Supplies    

Subcontract    

Construction    

Other 100,000 564,800 664,800 

Indirect    

Total $100,000 $564,800 $664,800 

 

Budget Detail 
• Land Cost: $664,800 

o $100,000 Coastal 
o $564,800 match – CPL Metro secured 
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GIS Survey Map 
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