
Twin Ports Interchange 
Winter 2020 - Fall 2021 

Legend
Proposed Construction 

Twin Ports Interchange Staging Narrative

Construction Activities:
• I-35 Northbound Permanent Construction - Corridor Wide

• I-35 Southbound Permanent Construction - Within TH 53 Interchange

• I-535 Construction - All Ramps, Bridges, and Approach Roadway

• 27th Ave Entrance Ramp to I-35 Northbound 

Tra˜c Impacts:
• I-35 Southbound Maintained on Lower Michigan Street

• I-35 Northbound Maintained on the Existing I-35 Southbound

Low-Level Bridge Structure

• I-35 Northbound Ramp to TH 53 Northbound Closed

• I-35 Northbound Ramp to I-535 Southbound Closed

• I-35 Southbound Ramp to I-535 Southbound Closed

• I-35 Southbound Ramp to TH 53 Northbound Closed

• TH 53 Southbound Ramp to I-35 Southbound Closed

• TH 53 Southbound Ramp to I-35 Northbound Closed

• TH 53 Southbound Ramp to I-535 Southbound Closed

• I-535 Northbound Ramp to I-35 Northbound Closed

• I-535 Northbound Ramp to I-35 Southbound Closed

• I-535 Northbound Ramp to TH 53 Northbound Closed

• 27th Ave Entrance Ramp to I-35 Northbound Closed

• Lower Michigan Street Closed 

Garÿeld Ave Staging Narrative

Construction Activities:
• Construct Entire Garÿeld Interchange except for the following:

• I-535 Northbound Exit Ramp to Garÿeld Avenue

• Garÿeld Avenue North of I-535 

Tra˜c Impacts:
• Garÿeld Interchange Closed

• I-535 Through Tra°c (Northbound and Southbound)

Maintained on the Existing I-535 Northbound Exit Ramp

to Garÿeld Avenue
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City of Duluth Cross City Trail Relocation Project

Description

Typical Section

Advantages

Disadvantages

SUPERIOR STREET ALTERNATIVE

• Route follows Superior St between the existing Cross City Trail
connections to the southwest and northeast.

• On-street parking reconfigured to create space for a two-way bike lane
between southwest tie-in and 19th Ave.

• Two travel lanes removed to make space for a two-way bike lane
between 19th Ave and Garfield Ave.

• One travel lane removed to make space for a two-way bike lane 
between Garfield Ave and northeast tie-in.

• Two-way bike lane would ramp up and down to traverse existing curb 
extensions/bump outs.

• People walking would use existing sidewalk or share bike lane
anywhere sidewalk is absent or deficient.

• Route has 1 signalized intersection crossing, 1 uncontrolled
intersection crossing, 4 stop-controlled intersection crossings, and 14
driveway crossings.

• Two thirds of the route is signed as a truck route.

•	 Route length is 4% shorter than the existing Cross City Trail segment.

• Provides direct access to businesses and destinations on Superior St.

• On-street parking would be reconfigured, but mostly retained, between
22nd Ave and 19th Ave. The resulting number of parking spaces
is expected to roughly match the existing number of spaces. The
expected change in number of spaces ranges from about a 4 space
decrease to a 1 space increase, depending on loading zone needs.

• Wide sidewalks and pedestrian-oriented storefronts create an
inviting environment for people walking, running, or rolling along the
Cross City Trail.

• Reconfiguration would physically narrow the travel lanes and visually
narrow the roadway, encouraging slow speeds and indicating a
pedestrian-oriented downtown environment.

• Most direct route—may appeal to pedestrians and through travelers.

• Flat grade.

• Some bus stops would need to be relocated to curb extensions to
create boarding platforms between the bike lane and the street.

• Buses may stop in the travel lane while passengers get on or off. This
can help buses stay on schedule, but any drivers behind the bus would
need to wait.

• Parking reconfiguration may require relocation of some meter posts.

• Some of the reconfigured parking stalls would be between the travel
lanes and the bike lane. This may confuse some drivers.

• Bike lane would either face frequent stop signs or require traffic
control changes.

Looking northeast along the 2000 block of Superior St. Image Source: Toole Design

Basemap excerpted from a MnDOT traffic staging exhibit. For the most up-to-date info on highway construction closures, please visit www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/twin-ports-interchange
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CITY OF DULUTH 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 
Engineering Division 
211 City Hall • Duluth, Minnesota 55802 
(218) 730-5200   Fax: (218) 730-5907 
 


 
 


Comment Form for Cross City Trail Relocation 
 
 
 


1. Would you like to be contacted individually about the project? If so, please include your 
contact information (phone or email). 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


2. Do you have any other concerns, comments, or observations you would like the City to 
be aware of based on the proposed trail location? 


 
 
 
 
 
 
Please turn in at the end of the meeting or send by email/mail to the following by August 9, 2019: 
 
Email:       Phone: 
Cindy Voigt: cvoigt@duluthmn.gov   218-730-5071 
 
Mail: 
Cindy Voigt 
City of Duluth - Engineering 
211 City Hall 
411 West First Street 
Duluth, Minnesota 55802 








CITY OF DULUTH 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 
Engineering Division 
211 City Hall • Duluth, Minnesota 55802 
(218) 730-5200   Fax: (218) 730-5907


July 24, 2019 


Addressee 


Re:   Public Meeting 
Cross City Trail Relocation Lower Michigan Street  
(City Project No. 1596, MnDOT Project No. 6982) 


You are invited to attend a public input meeting to review the relocation of the Cross City Trail from the intersection of 
Lower Michigan and Superior Street to 23rd Ave. West due to utility and road improvements associated with the 
upcoming Twin Ports Interchange reconstruction project.  Impact to the Cross City Trail due to construction work is 
anticipated to start in the spring of 2020 and is expected to last until the spring of 2023.  The city is working jointly 
with MnDOT on the utility and local road improvements, road closures and detours.  One of the impacts to this 
important improvement project is the closure of Lower Michigan Street for utility installation and as part of the traffic 
control plan for southbound I-35 traffic.  See the attached project overview and route information.  


The reason for providing a trail relocation option during construction of the interchange work is to ensure we have an 
inclusive transportation system for everyone that is safe for riders, pedestrians and vehicles. 


The city will hold two identical meetings in order to accommodate everyone.  The meetings will be held at the Duluth 
Transportation Authority Board Room (322 W. Michigan Street).  The first meeting is on Wednesday, July 31 from 
5:30 to 7:00 PM.  The second meeting is on Thursday, August 1 at 7:30 AM.  A short presentation will be given 
followed by an open house to address individual questions.  Discussion topics will include the proposed trail 
relocation, including routes reviewed, impacts to parking and bus stops.     


If you have any questions or cannot attend the meeting, please send written comments on the comment form enclosed 
by mail to my attention at the address above or by email at cvoigt@duluthmn.gov by August 9, 2019.  


Sincerely,  


Cindy Voigt, PE 
City Engineer 


Enclosures:  Exhibit of Route Options 
Comments Form 


cc:  
Duluth City Council Members 
Noah Schuchman, City Chief Administrative Officer 
Cari Pedersen, City Chief Engineer of Transportation 
Eric Shaffer, City Chief Engineer of Utilities 
Lisa Luokkala, City Parks and Recreation Assistant Manager 
Jim Benning, City Director of Public Works  
Phil Jents, City Communications and Policy Officer 
Roberta Dwyer, MnDOT







