
 

CITY OF DULUTH 
Community Planning Division 

 

411 W 1st St, Rm 208 *  Duluth, Minnesota  55802-1197 
Phone: 218/730.5580 Fax: 218/723-3559 

 
File Number PL 17-121 Contact Jenn Moses, jmoses@duluthmn.gov 

Type Vacation of Utility Easement 
Planning Commission Date 

August 8, 2017 

 
Deadline 
for Action 

Application Date  60 Days  

Date Extension Letter Mailed  120 Days  

Location of Subject Northeast Corner of W Central Entrance and Myrtle Street 

Applicant Launch Properties c/o Scott Moe Contact  

Agent Kimley-Horn and Associates Contact Brian Wurdeman 

Legal Description PIDs 010-0890-08890, 010-0890-08930, 010-0890-08890, 010-0890-09120 

Site Visit Date July 19, 2017 Sign Notice Date July 24, 2017 

Neighbor Letter Date July 25, 2017 Number of Letters Sent 27 

 
Proposal 
Applicant proposes to vacate an utility easement that was dedicated in 1921. Utility easement currently contains 
Minnesota Power lines, which applicant plans to relocate in coordination with Minnesota Power. 
 

 

 

Summary of Code Requirements  

Vacation of public rights of way and/or easements require a Planning Commission public hearing with a 
recommendation to City Council.  City Council action is to approve or deny by resolution.  Resolutions approving 
either a full or partial vacation require a 6/9's vote of the council. 

UDC Section 50-37.6C.  The Planning Commission shall review the proposed vacation, and the council shall 
approve the proposed vacation, or approve it with modifications, if it determines that the street, highway or 
easement proposed for vacation: 

1. Is not and will not be needed for the safe and efficient circulation of automobiles, trucks, bicycles or 
pedestrians or the efficient supply of utilities or public services in the city; 

2. Where the street terminates at a waterfront or shoreline, the street is not and will not be needed to provide 
pedestrian or recreational access to the water; 

3. Is not otherwise needed to promote the public health, safety or welfare of the citizens of Duluth. 

 

 Current Zoning Existing Land Use Future Land Use Map Designation 

Subject MU-N Vacant  Neighborhood Mixed Use 

North R-1 Undeveloped Traditional Neighborhood 

South MN-N Residential Neighborhood Mixed Use 

East MU-N Residential Neighborhood Mixed Use 

West MU-C Commercial Neighborhood Mixed Use 



Comprehensive Plan Governing Principle and/or Policies and Current History (if applicable): 
 
Governing Principle #7 – Create and maintain connectivity: Utility easements are used to connect the utility 
infrastructure and provide services to nearby sites. 
 
Future Land Use – Neighborhood Mixed Use: A transitional use between more intensive commercial uses and 
purely residential neighborhoods. Includes conversions of houses to office or live-work spaces. May include 
limited commercial-only space oriented to neighborhood or specialty retail markets.  
 
History: The development site formerly contained two houses; one has been moved to another location and 
another house was demolished. 
 
Note that this application has not been deemed complete due to outstanding wetland permitting in progress. 
 

 
 

Staff Recommendation 
Based on the above findings, Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval of the 
vacation of a utility easement, with the following conditions: 
 

1. Applicant pay for and relocate any remaining and needed Minnesota Power lines per Minnesota Power 
direction. 

2. Any alterations to the approved plans that do not alter major elements of the plan may be approved by the 
Land Use Supervisor without further Planning Commission; however, no such administrative approval shall 
constitute a variance from the provisions of Chapter 50. 

 

Review and Discussion Items 

Staff finds that: 

 
1) Applicant is proposing to vacate a utility easement that is part of the Maple Grove Acre Tracts of Duluth, 

platted in 1921. 
 

2) Staff has coordinated with Minnesota Power, who has power lines within the easement. Minnesota Power 
is working with the applicant on designs for relocation of any existing power lines outside the retained utility 
easement. No other utilities exist within this easement. 

 
3) Once power lines are relocated, this easement is not and will not be needed for the efficient supply of 

utilities or public services in the city, and as a dedicated utility easement, could not be used for other 
purposes.  

 
4) This easement is not otherwise needed to promote the public health, safety, or welfare of the citizens of 

Duluth. 
 

5) No public, agency, or City comments have been received. 
 

6) Vacations of streets and easement lapse unless the vacation is recorded with the county recorder within 90 
days after final approval. The vacation recording is facilitated by the City of Duluth. 
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Prepared by:  City of Duluth Planning Division, July 24, 2017.  Source:  City of Duluth.

City Planning

The City of Duluth has tried to ensure that the information   
contained in this map or electronic document is accurate.
The City of Duluth makes no warranty or guarantee
concerning the accuracy or reliability. This drawing/data
is neither a legally recorded map nor a survey and is not
intended to be used as one.  The drawing/data is a
compilation of records, information and data located in
various City, County and State offices and other sources
affecting the area shown and is to be used for reference
purposes only. The City of Duluth shall not be liable for
errors contained within this data provided or for any
damages in connection with the use of this information
contained within. Aerial photography flown 2016
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*UII@, that\ve.Robert  II. Tennnnt and Helen W. Tennnnt his wife being the
lying In the Gty of Duluth, County of St. Louis and State of kinneso&, and more

qunrtcr, of the northwest quarter  JR4 of
The east me-h& of the northeast yak of the northwest quarter (Ei of NEt  of NW$  b, the east one-half of the southeast

Ea of NW+).  the west one-half of the northwest
of NW+  of NEt) and 011 thnt  portton of Duluth  Heights, Sixth Division, north of Mulberry B

uarter  of the northenst  qunrtcr  (WQ
scribed  property. treet and adjacent lo the nhove de-

And k%! desirous of platting lb: Same into blocks, lots. streets. nvenu~s and roads. IIUVP  caused (he same 10 be surveyed
“nd the annexed  plpt thereof to be made in nccordnncc with the Statutes in such cuses mnde and provided. nnd hove  further re-
arranged amd portron of Duluth Heighls.  Sixth Division lo conform in nil resnects  nnd become a part of said plot.

NOW. THEREFORE. VJ~. Robert  H. Tennont and Helen W. Tennnnl.  his wife. do berebv  ratify and confirm in all re-
spects  said SUI’Vey  and the pint  thereof tw Moph  Grove Acre Trocls.  of Duluth.  Minnesolu,  and h&ebv  dedicate to public use the
streets,  a~ennes.  an! roads therqm  dehneqted.  and further dediczde  easements for Ihe conslruction &Id maintenance of sewers,
water mnms.  gas maw and henhng condmts as delineated in annexed plot.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF we hnve hereunto set our bonds and seals this. &h(.. .Y ..d

IN PR&SENqF;  O,F) ;

’

a~ o ,[f ..&. . . . . . . .._.  1921./,

JkkI5.L  Ok k:!il’l‘t,f{  :,t !),,,F,, u.L.G...! .!... . . . . . . . . .._________...................

=AlTOF A~N$:,,T,,, I .>
OUllV  n,  \I , #,1,,_

::::&d&N
?Yid.&.?.J  AL !!L.,.5  e
. . . . . . . :L6 :.. ........__I___.  :... .__

(5
..: 11: ._....

3391 r,?

Hotan’ Public. within and fur wid County
erson de&rihed  in and who erecuted the fore-
deed: also ot the snme time and plnce.  pelson-
ucknomledged lhat  she execuled tbe same 1\5
-. 1 ,: .I ,I,.

I,  John Wilsan.  do hereby certify lhnt  I MI n civil engineer and surveyor nnd tbnt I bow at the request e& pro
!hereof mode a carerul survey of the property described  in tho foregoing certificnte  of the proprietors. and how plaltcd  I 1~ mmp
mlo blocks, lots, streets, roods nnd nvennes,  os more fully nppenr  on the nnnered entitled

P
rietors

Duluth, Minnesot”. Y
lot of Maple  Grove Am: Tncts of

lot
Ji

Monuments for the guidnnce  ol’future  surveys have been colmctlr  paced  in the b~ound ns &XVII  ou the
The boundory  lines,  blocks and lots, the widths of nil  streets. runds nnd ~wnup:$  we rorrwllr  given on anneaed

here are no wet lands, rivers. streams and creeks, or public higbwnys nnd thoroughfrws  opened oI‘  Inveled cfiisting IJ
lat.

the plotting other thnn shown on snid pint.
he ore

I hereby cerlify  thnt the above instrument is true and correct.

this..uLida ..________  day of. $ ““”,, . ..&&
SUlWyOr.

Subscribed and sworn to before me (:q:.. ,  1 9 2 1 .
r?,:I -J d1i.G -... ALh!. _.......... ..___... .__ __

Notary Puhlir. $$L~uisfity.  M$n.
Aiv comiuission  e. pu-2.. X.iQk!. ..P/.!cf-

I hereby certify thrill the annexed is n=twwe lwf.yp
by the City COUnCiI  at n wgUh%r  meeting on the __..._._  d,L, ..___._.____  day of. _...
hereby attach the corporate seal of the City of Duluth.

1921; in witness thereof 1
/

.‘^ i ^_ .I . . . ..~ __,,_  _ 1 t L _ _ _ _.
City Clerk.

The annexed pInt  has been examined and approved by me t h i s  _.___........_..  dny o f  .._..........._:  _.__.._...___.....  .._......., 1921.

City Engineer.

Appmved  as to form and legolity.

Taxes pn1d.y.d transfer. onlorod  this

-‘.‘iiny of 9, ..; A, D.  19;
W, It,  BORbEN,  6wnty’Audilor

City Attorney.

jmoses
Oval
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