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DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

Greater Minnesota Transportation Alternatives Solicitation

2017-2018 Letter of Intent Form

Applicant Information

Name of applicant organization: City of Duluth

Title of project: Cross City Trail (CCT) - Irving Park to Keene Creek Park

Name of contact: [ isa Luokkala

Address: 411 West 1st Street

City: Duluth State: Minnesota Zip: 55802

County: St [ouis

Phone: 518.730-4312 Email: ||, okkala@duluthmn.gov
Project Information

1. One sentence description of the work for which you are seeking support:

The Irving Park to Keene Creek Park segment of Cross City Trail is a 10 ft.-wide
accessible shared-use trail that meets connectivity needs of West Duluth and serves a
critical role to provide an improved crossing of Grand Avenue/HWY 23.

2. Amount requested from transportation alternatives: $600,000

3. Total project budget. Please briefly explain the total estimated amount of funding needed. Include the
transportation alternatives request and other sources. Specifically identify how you will obtain the 20

percent match (100 words maximum):

BOX CULVERT LIGHTING UPGRADES $11,500

EXISTING IRVING PARK TRAIL RECONSTRUCTION $86,000
TRAIL - 59TH TO GRAND AVE.$295,000

GRAND AVE./59TH INTIERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS $92,000
TRAIL - GRAND AVE. TO 63RD $142,000

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE OVER KEENE CREEK $144,000

4. Project request type (capital, planning, both): Capital



5. Describe the work you want to do for which you are seeking transportation alternatives support. Also
include a description of the project development activities for this project to-date (250 words

maximum):

CCT Segment Il travels along Keene Creek in Irving Park, leaves the park and
continues on an old road bed adjacent to the creek. At 59th Avenue West, the tralil
heads north using the 59th Avenue West ROW, crossing Grand Avenue and continuing
northwest through Keene Creek Park.

TAP funds would fund construction of one mile of a 10 foot wide shared use paved trail,
trail corridor landscaping and lighting, wayfinding, midblock crossing safety
improvements and arterial crossing safety improvements.

The CCT is the culmination of 12 years of planning at the federal, state, local, and
grassroots levels from August 2015 through March 2017. Connecting the North Shore
corridor to the Munger Trail is a statewide recreational priority. The public engagement
process included a Citizen Advisory Committee made up of Parks Commissioners, trail
users, neighborhood leaders, and accessibility groups. Planning identified the
alignment, land use and ownership, physical conditions, and barriers. Conversations
with land owners regarding trail alignment and easement agreements is proceding.

6. Describe how your project meets a transportation purpose (100 words maximum):

Segment lll fills a critical gap in the existing trail system, providing a connection
between the completed Segments | and 1V, and 2018's planned construction of
Segment II. The CCT will connect the Lakewalk in downtown and Canal Park to the
Munger State Trail, Western Waterfront Trail, Lake Superior Zoo, and Spirit Mountain
Recreation Area and is part of US Bicycle Route 41. It connects the proposed
Hermantown/Proctor Munger Trail Spur to Duluth’s system including 11 neighborhoods,
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7. List any adopted plans that your project has been identified in (e.g. statewide, regional, Safe Routes to
School, Scenic Byways, etc.):
2017 Cross City Trail Mini-Master Plan
2017 St. Louis River Corridor Trails Plan
2011 Duluth Trail and Bikeway Plan

2017 National Corridor Plan - US Bicycle Route System
2014 Duluth-Sunerior Lona-Ranae Transbnortation Plan “Connections 2040"

8. s the proposal an initiative of a local Safe Routes to School program? [1Yes MNo

9. Does the proposal benefit a designated Scenic Byway? [1Yes MNo

10. If yes, which Scenic Byway?
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11. Describe your organization and / or the sponsoring agency’s history with delivering federally-funded
transportation alternatives-type projects, focusing on infrastructure projects. If not applicable, identify
the key steps and strategies that will be used to deliver the project (250 words maximum):

The City has the technical experience and funding match to complete the design and
construction. The City of Duluth completed rehabilitation of the Snivley Bridge, which
included $800,000 in Scenic Byway funding. The project was delivered and completed
successfully, despite the complex historic preservation requirements. Most recently, in
2017 the City completed the Congdon Boulevard/North Shore Rehabilitation project
which was partially funded with Scenic Byway funding. The City completed the
Lakewalk from Canal Park to Brighton Beach as well as completed construction on
other paved, multi-use trails in the St. Louis River Corridor that will link commuters. The
City and its partners have completed miles of the Duluth Traverse Trail natural surface
single-track through a mix of state, federal and local dollars. The City is on track to
complete the Water Street Lakewalk improvements in 2017. The City completed CCT
segments | and IV with federal funds.

The City of Duluth has administered millions of Federal and State grant dollars. The
Duluth Finance Department employs a professional staff, provides quality services, and
practices financial integrity. Finance implements continuous improvement efforts that
streamline operations and reduce costs. Sound financial practices and other
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12. Have you contacted representatives from the sponsoring agency, including elected officials and county
engineers? If so, please describe what has resulted from this conversation and if you have written

support for the project (50 words maximum):

The City of Duluth is the sponsor, and it is supported by multiple City Council-approved
bikeway and trail plans. Duluth works closely with the Arrowhead Regional
Development Commission and the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council. The
completion of the Cross City Trail is listed as priority trail connection in their 2014
Long-Range Transportation Plan.

Click here to submit

Reminder when submitting: The form submits via your email account. Be sure to follow all prompts to
ensure submission. You can confirm submission by checking your email inbox “Sent” folder. If using
Google Chrome save a copy of the form to your computer and click submit from the saved PDF. For

assistance contact:

e Chris Berrens at 651-366-3755 (chris.berrens@state.mn.us);
e Katie Caskey at 651-366-3901 (kathryn.caskey@state.mn.us); or
e Zue Vue at 651-366-3736 (zue.vue@state.mn.us).
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	Is the proposal an initiative of a local Safe Routes to School program: No
	Is the proposal located on a designated Scenic Byway: No_2
	Applicant name: City of Duluth
	Project title: Cross City Trail (CCT) - Irving Park to Keene Creek Park
	Contact name: Lisa Luokkala
	Address: 411 West 1st Street 
	Zip code: 55802
	Email: lluokkala@duluthmn.gov
	City: Duluth
	State: Minnesota
	County: St. Louis
	Phone: 218-730-4312
	Short description: The Irving Park to Keene Creek Park segment of Cross City Trail is a 10 ft.-wide accessible shared-use trail that meets connectivity needs of West Duluth and serves a critical role to provide an improved crossing of Grand Avenue/HWY 23.
	Amount requested: $600,000
	Total project budget: BOX CULVERT LIGHTING UPGRADES $11,500
EXISTING IRVING PARK TRAIL RECONSTRUCTION $86,000
TRAIL - 59TH TO GRAND AVE.$295,000
GRAND AVE./59TH INTIERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS $92,000
TRAIL - GRAND AVE. TO 63RD $142,000
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE OVER KEENE CREEK $144,000
SUBTOTAL PROJECT $770,500
10% ENGINEERING $77,050
TOTAL PROJECT COST: $847,550

Cash match: City of Duluth Parks Fund - Funds are allocated and put in reserve annually.
	Project type: Capital
	Project description: 
CCT Segment III travels along Keene Creek in Irving Park, leaves the park and continues on an old road bed adjacent to the creek. At 59th Avenue West, the trail heads north using the 59th Avenue West ROW, crossing Grand Avenue and continuing northwest through Keene Creek Park.

TAP funds would fund construction of one mile of a 10 foot wide shared use paved trail, trail corridor landscaping and lighting, wayfinding, midblock crossing safety improvements and arterial crossing safety improvements.

The CCT is the culmination of 12 years of planning at the federal, state, local, and grassroots levels from August 2015 through March 2017. Connecting the North Shore corridor to the Munger Trail is a statewide recreational priority. The public engagement process included a Citizen Advisory Committee made up of Parks Commissioners, trail users, neighborhood leaders, and accessibility groups. Planning identified the alignment, land use and ownership, physical conditions, and barriers. Conversations with land owners regarding trail alignment and easement agreements is proceding. 

Duluth completed CCT Segment I, from the Lakewalk to Carlton Street, in 2014; Segment IV, from Greene Street to the Zoo, in 2016; and Segment II from Carlton Street to Irving Park will be constructed in 2018. It is the only multi-purpose, non-motorized, accessible, paved trail system that fills a gap in the statewide trail network, connecting the Munger Trail to the Gitchi Gami Trail, that will run 86 miles along the North Shore Scenic Drive from Two Harbors to Grand Marais.

	Transportation purpose: Segment III fills a critical gap in the existing trail system, providing a connection between the completed Segments I and IV, and 2018's planned construction of Segment II.  The CCT will connect the Lakewalk in downtown and Canal Park to the Munger State Trail, Western Waterfront Trail, Lake Superior Zoo, and Spirit Mountain Recreation Area and is part of US Bicycle Route 41. It connects the proposed Hermantown/Proctor Munger Trail Spur to Duluth’s system including 11 neighborhoods, four business districts, and several parks and recreation areas. Once complete, the 10.3 mile Duluth Cross City Trail will complete a 20-mile commuter system.
	History of federal funding: The City has the technical experience and funding match to complete the design and construction. The City of Duluth completed rehabilitation of the Snivley Bridge, which included $800,000 in Scenic Byway funding. The project was delivered and completed successfully, despite the complex historic preservation requirements.  Most recently, in 2017 the City completed the Congdon Boulevard/North Shore Rehabilitation project which was partially funded with Scenic Byway funding. The City completed the Lakewalk from Canal Park to Brighton Beach as well as completed construction on other paved, multi-use trails in the St. Louis River Corridor that will link commuters. The City and its partners have completed miles of the Duluth Traverse Trail natural surface single-track through a mix of state, federal and local dollars. The City is on track to complete the Water Street Lakewalk improvements in 2017. The City completed CCT segments I and IV with federal funds.

The City of Duluth has administered millions of Federal and State grant dollars. The Duluth Finance Department employs a professional staff, provides quality services, and practices financial integrity. Finance implements continuous improvement efforts that streamline operations and reduce costs. Sound financial practices and other improvements led to an increase in the City's bond rating in 2013


	Sponsoring agency support: The City of Duluth is the sponsor, and it is supported by multiple City Council-approved bikeway and trail plans. Duluth works closely with the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission and the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council. The completion of the Cross City Trail is listed as priority trail connection in their 2014 Long-Range Transportation Plan.

	Submit: 
	Supporting plans: 2017 Cross City Trail Mini-Master Plan
2017 St. Louis River Corridor Trails Plan
2011 Duluth Trail and Bikeway Plan
2017 National Corridor Plan - US Bicycle Route System
2014 Duluth-Superior Long-Range Transportation Plan “Connections 2040”
Duluth Comprehensive Land Use Plan, it meets Principle #7, Create and Maintain Connectivity that includes sidewalks, bike ways and trails

	Scenic Byway name: 


