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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
GRANT CONTRACT 

This grant contract is between the State of Minnesota, acting through its Commissioner of Department of 
Natural Resources ("State") and City of Duluth Parks & Recreation, 411 W. 1st St. - Ground Floor, Duluth, 
MN, 55802 ("Grantee").  

Recitals 
1. Under Minn. Stat. 84.026 subd. and Minn. Stat. 97A.057 subd. 2, the State is empowered to enter into this 

grant. 
2. Developing a grants program for statewide groups is one strategy the State is using to provide “outdoor 

environmental, ecological, and other natural-resource-based education and recreation programs serving 
youth” (Minn.Stat.§ 84.976, Subd. 1). 

3. The Grantee represents that it is duly qualified and agrees to perform all services described in this grant 
contract to the satisfaction of the State.  Pursuant to Minn.Stat.§16B.98, Subd.1, the Grantee agrees to 
minimize administrative costs as a condition of this grant. 

Grant Contract 

1 Term of Grant Contract 
1.1 Effective date: The date the State obtains all required signatures under Minn. Stat.§16B.98, Subd. 5. 

Per, Minn.Stat.§16B.98 Subd. 7, no payments will be made to the Grantee until this grant contract is 
fully executed.  The Grantee must not begin work under this grant contract until this contract 
is fully executed and the Grantee has been notified by the State’s Authorized Representative to 
begin the work.   

1.2 Expiration date:  June 1, 2020, or until all obligations have been satisfactorily fulfilled, whichever 
occurs first. 

1.3 Survival of Terms: The following clauses survive the expiration or cancellation of this grant contract:  
8. Liability; 9. State Audits; 10. Government Data Practices and Intellectual Property; 12. Publicity and 
Endorsement; 13. Governing Law, Jurisdiction, and Venue; and 15. Data Disclosure. 

2 Grantee’s Duties 
The Grantee, who is not a state employee, will: 
2.1 Comply with required grants management policies and procedures set forth through Minn.Stat.§16B.97, 

Subd. 4 (a) (1). 
2.2 Perform the duties specified in Exhibit A, which is attached and incorporated into this Grant Contract. 

3 Time 
The Grantee must comply with all the time requirements described in this grant contract.  In the 
performance of this grant contract, time is of the essence. 

4 Consideration and Payment 
4.1 Consideration.  

 The State will pay for all services performed by the Grantee under this grant contract as follows: 
(a) Compensation 

The Grantee will be paid $5,000.00 after Grantee presents an invoice with appropriate 
documentation for expenditures as described in Exhibit A, which is attached and incorporated into 
this agreement.  
 

(b) Travel Expenses 
Reimbursement for travel and subsistence expenses actually and necessarily incurred by the Grantee 
as a result of this grant contract will not exceed $0.00; provided that the Grantee will be reimbursed 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/84.976
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=16B.98
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=16B.98
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=16B.98
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=16B.97
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for travel and subsistence expenses in the same manner and in no greater amount than provided in 
the current "Commissioner’s Plan” promulgated by the Commissioner of Minnesota Management 
and Budget (MMB).  The Grantee will not be reimbursed for travel and subsistence expenses 
incurred outside Minnesota unless it has received the State’s prior written approval for out of state 
travel.  Minnesota will be considered the home state for determining whether travel is out of state. 

(c) Total Obligation. 
The total obligation of the State for all compensation and reimbursements to the Grantee under this 
grant contract will not exceed $5,000.00. 

4.2 Payment 
(a) Invoices 

The State will promptly pay the Grantee after the Grantee presents an itemized invoice for the 
services actually performed and the State's Authorized Representative accepts the invoiced services.  
Invoices must be submitted timely, in compliance with the State’s Payment Request and Project 
Interim and Final Report Summary forms, and according to the following schedule: Upon 
completion of services. Final invoices to be submitted no later than June 30, 2020. 
 

(b) Unexpended Funds 
The Grantee must promptly return to the State any unexpended funds that have not been accounted 
for annually in a financial report to the State due at grant closeout. 
 

4.3 Contracting and Bidding Requirements 
(a) Any services and/or materials that are expected to cost $25,000 or more must undergo a formal 

notice and bidding process.  

(b) Any services and/or materials that are expected to cost between $10,000 and $24,999 must be scoped 
out in writing and offered to a minimum of three (3) bidders.   

(c) Any services and/or materials that are expected to cost between $5,000 and $9,999 must be 
competitively based on a minimum of three (3) verbal quotes. Support documentation of the bidding 
process utilized to contract services must be included in the grantee’s financial records, including 
support documentation justifying a single/sole source bid, if applicable. 

(d) Support documentation of the bidding process utilized to contract services must be included in the   
grantee’s financial records, including support documentation justifying a single/sole source bid, if 
applicable. 

(e) For projects that include construction work of $25,000 or more, prevailing wage rules apply per; 
Minn. Stat. §§177.41 through 177.44 consequently, the bid request must state the project is subject 
to prevailing wage. These rules require that the wages of laborers and workers should be comparable 
to wages paid for similar work in the community as a whole.  A prevailing wage form should 
accompany these bid submittals. 

5 Conditions of Payment 
All services provided by the Grantee under this grant contract must be performed to the State’s satisfaction, 
as determined at the sole discretion of the State’s Authorized Representative and in accordance with all 
applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations.  The Grantee will not receive 
payment for work found by the State to be unsatisfactory or performed in violation of federal, state, or local 
law. 

6 Authorized Representative 
The State's Authorized Representative is Jeff Ledermann, 500 Lafayette Road, Saint Paul, MN, 55155, 

https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=177.41
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=177.44
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651-259-5247, jeff.ledermann@state.mn.us, or his/her successor, and has the responsibility to monitor the 
Grantee’s performance and the authority to accept the services provided under this grant contract.  If the 
services are satisfactory, the State's Authorized Representative will certify acceptance on each invoice 
submitted for payment.  

The Grantee’s Authorized Representative is Sam Werle, City of Duluth Parks & Recreation, 411 W. 1st 
St. - Ground Floor, Duluth, MN, 55802, Sam Werle, 218-730-4306, swerle@duluthmn.gov. If the 
Grantee’s Authorized Representative changes at any time during this grant contract, the Grantee must 
immediately notify the State. 

 
7 Assignment Amendments, Waiver, and Grant Contract Complete 

7.1 Assignment 
The Grantee shall neither assign nor transfer any rights or obligations under this grant contract without 
the prior written consent of the State, approved by the same parties who executed and approved this 
grant contract, or their successors in office. 

7.2 Amendments 
Any amendments to this grant contract must be in writing and will not be effective until it has been 
executed and approved by the same parties who executed and approved the original grant contract, or 
their successors in office. 

7.3 Waiver 
If the State fails to enforce any provision of this grant contract, that failure does not waive the provision 
or the State’s right to enforce it. 

7.4 Grant Contract Complete 
This grant contract contains all negotiations and agreements between the State and the Grantee. No other 
understanding regarding this grant contract, whether written or oral, may be used to bind either party. 

8 Liability 
The Grantee must indemnify, save, and hold the State, its agents, and employees harmless from any claims 
or causes of action, including attorney’s fees incurred by the State, arising from the performance of this 
grant contract by the Grantee or the Grantee’s agents or employees.  This clause will not be construed to bar 
any legal remedies the Grantee may have for the State's failure to fulfill its obligations under this grant 
contract. 

9 State Audits 
Under Minn. Stat. § 16B.98, Subd.8, the Grantee’s books, records, documents, and accounting procedures 
and practices of the Grantee or other party relevant to this grant agreement or transaction are subject to 
examination by the State and/or the State Auditor or Legislative Auditor, as appropriate, for a minimum of 
six years from the end of this grant agreement, receipt and approval of all final reports, or the required 
period of time to satisfy all state and program retention requirements, whichever is later. 

10 Government Date Practices and Intellectual Property Rights 
10.1 Government Data Practices 

The Grantee and State must comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 
13, as it applies to all data provided by the State under this grant contract, and as it applies to all data 
created, collected, received, stored, used, maintained, or disseminated by the Grantee under this grant 
contract. The civil remedies of Minn. Stat. §13.08 apply to the release of the data referred to in this 
clause by either the Grantee or the State.  If the Grantee receives a request to release the data referred to 
in this Clause, the Grantee must immediately notify the State.  The State will give the Grantee 
instructions concerning the release of the data to the requesting party before the data is released. The 
Grantee’s response to the request shall comply with applicable law 

10.2 Intellectual Property Rights 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=16B.98
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=13
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=13
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=13.08
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(a)  Intellectual Property Rights.  The State owns all rights, title, and interest in all of the intellectual 
property rights, including copyrights, patents, trade secrets, trademarks, and service marks in the 
works and documents created and paid for under this Contract. The “works” means all inventions, 
improvements, discoveries (whether or not patentable), databases, computer programs, reports, 
notes, studies, photographs, negatives, designs, drawings, specifications, materials, tapes, and disks 
conceived, reduced to practice, created or originated by the Contractor, its employees, agents, and 
subcontractors, either individually or jointly with others in the performance of this Contract. 
“Works” includes documents. The “documents” are the originals of any databases, computer 
programs, reports, notes, studies, photographs, negatives, designs, drawings, specifications, 
materials, tapes, disks, or other materials, whether in tangible or electronic forms, prepared by the 
Contractor, its employees, agents, or subcontractors, in the performance of this Contract. The 
documents will be the exclusive property of the State and all such documents must be immediately 
returned to the State by the Contractor upon completion or cancellation of this Contract. To the 
extent possible, those works eligible for copyright protection under the United States Copyright Act 
will be deemed to be “works made for hire.” The Contractor assigns all right, title, and interest it 
may have in the works and the documents to the State. The Contractor must, at the request of the 
State, execute all papers and perform all other acts necessary to transfer or record the State’s 
ownership interest in the works and documents. 

(b)  Obligations 
(1) Notification. Whenever any invention, improvement, or discovery (whether or not patentable) is 

made or conceived for the first time or actually or constructively reduced to practice by the 
Contractor, including its employees and subcontractors, in the performance of this Contract, the 
Contractor will immediately give the State’s Authorized Representative written notice thereof, 
and must promptly furnish the State’s Authorized Representative with complete information 
and/or disclosure thereon. 

(2) Representation. The Contractor must perform all acts, and take all steps necessary to ensure that 
all intellectual property rights in the works and documents are the sole property of the State, and 
that neither Contractor nor its employees, agents, or subcontractors retain any interest in and to 
the works and documents. The Contractor represents and warrants that the works and documents 
do not and will not infringe upon any intellectual property rights of other persons or entities. 
Notwithstanding Clause 8, the Contractor will indemnify; defend, to the extent permitted by the 
Attorney General; and hold harmless the State, at the Contractor’s expense, from any action or 
claim brought against the State to the extent that it is based on a claim that all or part of the 
works or documents infringe upon the intellectual property rights of others. The Contractor will 
be responsible for payment of any and all such claims, demands, obligations, liabilities, costs, 
and damages, including but not limited to, attorney fees. If such a claim or action arises, or in the 
Contractor’s or the State’s opinion is likely to arise, the Contractor must, at the State’s discretion, 
either procure for the State the right or license to use the intellectual property rights at issue or 
replace or modify the allegedly infringing works or documents as necessary and appropriate to 
obviate the infringement claim. This remedy of the State will be in addition to and not exclusive 
of other remedies provided by law. 

11 Workers Compensation 
The Grantee certifies that it is in compliance with Minn. Stat. §176.181, Subd. 2, pertaining to workers’ 
compensation insurance coverage.  The Grantee’s employees and agents will not be considered State 
employees.  Any claims that may arise under the Minnesota Workers’ Compensation Act on behalf of these 
employees and any claims made by any third party as a consequence of any act or omission on the part of 
these employees are in no way the State’s obligation or responsibility. 

 
12 Publicity and Endorsement 

12.1 Publicity 
Any publicity regarding the subject matter of this grant contract must identify the State as the sponsoring 

https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=176.181
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agency and must not be released without prior written approval from the State’s Authorized 
Representative.  For purposes of this provision, publicity includes notices, informational pamphlets, 
press releases, research, reports, signs, and similar public notices prepared by or for the Grantee 
individually or jointly with others, or any subcontractors, with respect to the program, publications, or 
services provided resulting from this grant contract. 

12.2 Endorsement 
The Grantee must not claim that the State endorses its products or services. 

13 Governing Law, Jurisdiction, and Venue 
Minnesota law, without regard to its choice-of-law provisions, governs this grant contract.  Venue for all 
legal proceedings out of this grant contract, or its breach, must be in the appropriate state or federal court 
with competent jurisdiction in Ramsey County, Minnesota. 

14 Termination 
14.1 Termination by the State 

The State may immediately terminate this grant contract with or without cause, upon 30 days’ written 
notice to the Grantee.  Upon termination, the Grantee will be entitled to payment, determined on a pro 
rata basis, for services satisfactorily performed. 

14.2 Termination for Cause 
The State may immediately terminate this grant contract if the State finds that there has been a failure to 
comply with the provisions of this grant contract, that reasonable progress has not been made or that the 
purposes for which the funds were granted have not been or will not be fulfilled. The State may take 
action to protect the interests of the State of Minnesota, including the refusal to disburse additional funds 
and requiring the return of all or part of the funds already disbursed. 

14.3 Termination for Insufficient Funding 
The State may immediately terminate this grant contract if: 

(a) It does not obtain funding from the Minnesota Legislature. 
(b) Or, if funding cannot be continued at a level sufficient to allow for the payment of the services 

covered here. Termination must be by written or fax notice to the Grantee. The State is not 
obligated to pay for any services that are provided after notice and effective date of termination. 
However, the Grantee will be entitled to payment, determined on a pro rata basis, for services 
satisfactorily performed to the extent that funds are available. The State will not be assessed any 
penalty if the contract is terminated because of the decision of the Minnesota Legislature, or 
other funding source, not to appropriate funds. The State must provide the Grantee notice of the 
lack of funding within a reasonable time of the State’s receiving that notice. 

15 Data Disclosure 
Under Minn. Stat. § 270C.65, Subd. 3, and other applicable law, the Grantee consents to disclosure of its 
social security number, federal employer tax identification number, and/or Minnesota tax identification 
number, already provided to the State, to federal and state tax agencies and state personnel involved in the 
payment of state obligations.  These identification numbers may be used in the enforcement of federal and 
state tax laws which could result in action requiring the Grantee to file state tax returns and pay delinquent 
state tax liabilities, if any. 
 

16 Monitoring 
The State shall be allowed at any time to conduct periodic site visits and inspections to ensure work progress 
in accordance with this grant agreement, including a final inspection upon program completion. At least one 
monitoring visit per grant period on all state grants of over $50,000 will be conducted and at least annual 
monitoring visits on grants of over $250,000.  

https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=270C.65
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Signature Page for:  Grant Agreement between (“Grantee”) and the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (“State”). 

1. STATE ENCUMBRANCE VERIFICATION
Individual certifies that funds have been encumbered as 
required by Minn. Stat. '' 16A.15 and 16C.05 

Signed: 

Date: 

SWIFT Contract/PO No(s). 

2. GRANTEE
The Grantee certifies that the appropriate person(s) have executed the grant 
contract on behalf of the Grantee as required by applicable articles, bylaws, 
resolutions, or ordinances. 

By: 

Title: 

Date: 

By: 

Title: 

Date: 

3. STATE AGENCY

By: 

Title: 

Date: 

Distribution: 
Agency 
Grantee 
State’s Authorized Rep 



  

    
    

    
     

      
    

       

  
      

 

    

   

            

      

      

     

      

   

            

       

    

                

  

      

      

      

          

            

         

No Child Left Inside Grant Program 
2019 Phase 1 Mini Grants Application 

Instructions: Please read the complete Request for Proposals and other associated documents before submitting this 
application. Applications for Phase 1 can be submitted starting at 9:00 a.m. on October 23, 2019 and will be funded on 
a geographically-balanced statewide, first-come, first-served basis. Incomplete applications and those received prior to 
9:00 a.m. on October 23, 2019 will not be considered. Applicants should not plan to start any project work prior to 
December 1, 2019. Project work for Phase 1 Mini Grants must be completed by June 1, 2020. 

Submit questions and applications to: 
outreachgrants.dnr@state.mn.us with the subject line, “2019 No Child Left Inside Mini Grants” 

Applicant 

Organization name__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State ___________ Zip ______________ County_______________ 

Contact name__________________________________ Title ______________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________ Email ____________________________________________________ 

Educational institution, non-profit organization, or community group where students are based 

Facility name ____________________________________________________________ ISD #____________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________ State ___________ Zip _____________ County_______________ 

Percentage of youth at facility that qualify for free and reduced lunch ____________ % 

How many estimated youth will be reached by this program? 

Pre-K – 4th grade ______________ 5 - 8th grade _____________ 9 - 12th grade ______________ 

Location where programming will be delivered (park, nature center, or other outdoor venue) 

Name ________________________________________ Nearest city ______________________________________ 

Provide a summary that describes your project and the expected outcomes (200 words or less) 

Funding amount requested - $500 (minimum) - $5,000 (maximum) $ _____________________ 

OFFICE USE ONLY Tracking number 20NCP1 _________________ funded / not funded 

Date received __________________ Time ______________ a.m. / p.m. by whom __________________________ 

Staff administrator __________________________________ Region ______________________________________ 

Revised September 25, 2019 

City of Duluth Parks & Recreation

411 W. 1st St. - Ground Floor

Duluth MN 55802 St. Louis

Sam Werle Recreation Specialist

218-730-4306 swerle@duluthmn.gov

Valley Youth Centers, Neighborhood Youth Services, Boys & Girls Clubs, Duluth Community Schools Collaborative, Duluth YMCA, Youth Outdoors-Duluth, various schools 709

42.8

200 100 50

Lester Park, Quarry Park, Enger Park, various schools and youth program sites Duluth, MN

Our project will engage hundreds of Duluth youth in snowshoeing, many for the first time. Though known as a destination for outdoor recreation, not all groups in our 
Duluth community feel invited or comfortable enough to participate in outdoor activities, especially during the winter. Through visits to after school programs, drop-in 
youth centers, and schools, and by providing groups with transportation to city parks, this project will open the door for groups from all across our community to have 
an active, positive winter experience outdoors through snowshoeing. These opportunities will be coupled with lessons led by Parks & Recreation staff including 
animal adaptations, cold weather safety, snow science, bird watching, tree identification, and more! 
 
Through these experiences, we expect to continue building relationships with youth and groups that will allow us to provide more programming to them in the future. 

5000

mailto:outreachgrants.dnr@state.mn.us
mailto:outreachgrants.dnr@state.mn.us
azfricke
ExA



   

   

    
 

 
     

   
   

    
  

 
      

  
     

   
  

   
    

  
 

    
    

   

   
  

 
   

  
  

 
    

  
   

    
   

    
  
  
   
  
  
     
 

   

  
 

    
   

   
     

 
    
    

 
   

   
  

 
   

 
   

   
  
  
      

 

       
 

  
 

  
 

    

    

      

    

    

    

    

 

Natural resource education or outdoor recreation supported by program (check all that apply) 

☐ Education classes that are held outside and use ☐ Minnesota School Forest Program activities
established environmental or natural-resource ☐ Outdoor recreation activities with an environmental
educational curriculum component: paddling or camping tied to water

☐ Training of teachers, facilitators or volunteers to quality, hiking with plant or tree identification,
deliver environmental or outdoor education (EOE), snowshoeing to find animal tracks, night sky viewing,
including, but not limited to Project fishing with aquatic habitats, prairie seed collection,
WET/WILD/Learning Tree, Driven to Discover, Tread nature photography, etc.
Lightly!, E-STEM (Environment, Science, Technology, ☐ Investigations on water issues: water quality, water
Engineering, Math), Becoming an Outdoors Family conservation, research, citizen science, aquatic

☐ Safety Training: Firearms, Boat and Water, ATV or wildlife and plants, weather, storm drains, Mississippi
Snowmobile River, habitat restoration, macro invertebrates,

☐ Programs at State Parks or Trails that cover topics, service learning projects, water festivals, winter snow
such as water quality, raptors and bird watching, and ice, and other topics related to watersheds
plants and animals, maple syruping, weather and ☐ Angling
seasons, watersheds, prairie restoration, pollinators ☐ Hunting
and forests, etc. (Work closely with park staff on ☐ Shooting (trap or archery)
project scope and schedule, ensure the project ☐ Paddle sports
complements existing activities, fits with available ☐ Cross-country (Nordic) Skiing
services and capacity, and complies with park rules) ☐ Biking or hiking at state and local parks or trails

☐ Similar programs at other parks, trails, nature or ☐ Snowmobiling
environmental learning center facilities

Funding will be used for the following activities or materials (check all that apply) 

☐ Transportation or travel costs to parks, natural ☐ Outdoor classroom equipment such as benches,
lands or EOE programs and facilities outdoor chalkboards, storage shed for supplies,

☐ Program fees, such as admission, tours, facility fees, greenhouse, etc.
hired educators/speakers, or equipment rental ☐ Installing trails, teaching shelters or outdoor

☐ Teacher prep time or substitute teacher stipends classrooms
for work on EOE curriculum integration or to attend ☐ An organized biking, hiking, paddling, fishing or
professional development camping trip in a state or local park or trail

☐ EOE curricula and tools needed to do investigations ☐ Fishing equipment
☐ Classroom set of EOE equipment, such as ☐ Archery equipment

snowshoes, binoculars, cameras, GPS units, ☐ Hunting equipment (guns and ammo are not eligible)
compasses, or other outdoor instructional tools

Fill in the estimated total cost of the project(s) and the grand total of the dollar amount requested ($500-$5,000) 
Matching amounts are not required for the mini grant program, but strongly encouraged. 

Item  Description Funding amount 
requested 

Matching amount 
(not required) 

Transportation 

Program Fees 

Teacher or sub stipends 

Curricula and materials 

Equipment 

Contractors 

Grand Totals 

Revised September 25, 2019 

4 bus fees ($301/day) for off-site snowshoe trips; use of Parks mini-bus (match) 1204 600 

Develop and organize EOE curriculum

Outdoor education kits (animals, snow science) 67.05

29 pairs of MSR snowshoes (2 adult, 12 youth, 15 youth/teen) 3728.95
$4000+ (wages to provide free programs)

$5000
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