
File Number 
 PL 21-128 

Contact 
 Steven Robertson 

Type  Vacation of Public Right of Way/Easement 
Planning Commission Date 

 August 10, 2021 

Deadline 
for Action 

Application Date  July 27, 2021 60 Days  N/A 

Date Extension Letter Mailed  N/A 120 Days  N/A 

Location of Subject  Ralston Drive (Also Known As Stebner Road), Between Airport Road and Private Drive 

Applicant  City of Duluth Contact 

Agent Contact 

Legal Description  See Attached 

Site Visit Date  July 28, 2021 Sign Notice Date  July 28, 2021 

Neighbor Letter Date  July 28, 2021 Number of Letters Sent  2 (Including Hermantown) 

Proposal 
The City of Duluth, acting as the applicant, is requesting vacation of platted public right of way (66 feet) and a utility 
easement (13 feet) in the Airport Division of Duluth, just south of the Duluth International Airport. 

Staff recommend that the Planning Commission recommend approval of the vacation to the City Council (via resolution).

Summary of Code Requirements: 
Vacation of public rights of way and/or easements require a Planning Commission public hearing with a 
Recommendation to City Council. City Council action is to approve or deny by resolution. Resolutions approving either a full 
or partial vacation require a 6/9’s vote of the council. 

UCD Sec. 50-37.6.C – The Planning Commission shall review the proposed vacation, and Council shall approve the 
proposed vacation, or approve it with modifications, if it determines that the street, highway, or easement proposed 
for vacation: 

1. Is not and will not be needed for the safe and efficient circulation of automobiles, trucks, bicycles, or pedestrians or
the efficient supply of utilities or public services in the city;

2. Is not otherwise needed to promote the public health, safety, or welfare of the citizens of Duluth.

Current Zoning Existing Land Use Future Land Use Map Designation 
Subject  MU-B  Industrial  General Industrial 

North  MU-B  Industrial  General Mixed Use 

South  Hermantown  Federal Prison  Hermantown 

East  MU-B  Industrial  General Industrial 

West  MU-B  Industrial  General Industrial 



Comprehensive Plan Governing Principle and/or Policies an d Current History (if applicable): 

Governing Principle #3 – Support existing economic base.  Vacating this right of way will be a benefit to Cirrus and their 
operations. 

Governing Principle #7 – Create and maintain connectivity.  Vacating this right of way will not reduce connectivity with 
the business campus. 

Zoning – Mixed Use-Business Park (MU-B) - intended to accommodate modern light industrial and technology-based 
developments of attractive integrated design and function.    Future Land Use – General Industrial.  Areas for 
manufacturing, processing, and other activities that may have off-site impacts and are generally isolated or buffered from 
other uses. Sites should have direct access to major regional transportation facilities and other infrastructure 

History: The public right of way was dedicated by the plat was recorded in 1986. A similar public right of way vacation roughly 
500 feet west of this project site was approved by the City in 2015 (PL 15-048).  The area was rezoned from MU-N (Mixed 
Use Neighborhood) to MU-B (Mixed Use Business Park) in 2015 (PL 15-004).   

Review and Discussion Items: 
1) The City of Duluth, acting as the applicant, is requesting vacation of platted public right of way (66 feet) and a utility 

easement (13 feet) in the Airport Division of Duluth, near the Airport.
2) A portion of the public right of way has been improved (paved), but it is not to city standards, and is not used by the 

public.
3) If the right of way and utility easement were vacated, it would allow Cirrus to potentially expand their operations on site.
4) The public right of way and utility easement are not be needed by the City for the efficient supply of utilities or public 

services in the City, nor for the promotion of public health, safety, or welfare of the citizens of Duluth since the alley is 
currently unimproved and City Engineering does not expect to need it in the future.

5) There was an earlier proposal to vacate a second utility easement running parallel to Airport Road, but it was removed 
from consideration due to its importance and active use.

6) No other public or City comments have been received at the time of drafting this report.
7) Vacations of rights of way and easements lapse unless the vacation is recorded with the county recorder within 90 days 

after final approval. The vacation recording is facilitated by the City of Duluth.

Staff Recommendation: 
Based on the above findings, staff recommends that Planning Commission recommend to City Council approval of the 
petitioned alley vacation with the following condition: 

1) The vacation must be recorded within 90 days of final approval by City Council, or such approval will lapse.
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I hereby certify that this survey, plan, or report was

prepared by me or under my direct supervision and

that I am a duly Licensed Land Surveyor under the

laws of the State of Minnesota.

______________________________ David R. Evanson

DATE:07-06-2021    MN License #49505

PHONE: 218-727-5211

LICENSED IN MN & WI

WWW. ALTALANDSURVEYDULUTH.COM

ALTA
LAND SURVEY COMPANY

DATE:07-06-2021 JOB NO:21-076

ADDRESS:STEBNER ROAD/AIRPORT ROAD

DULUTH, MN 55811

SHEET 1 OF 1

CLIENT:NCE
REVISIONS:

RIGHT OF WAY VACATION EXHIBIT

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF VACATION OF STEBNER ROAD

All that part of Stebner Road adjacent to and abutting Blocks 1 and 2, AIRPORT DIVISION,

according to the recorded plat thereof, St. Louis County, Minnesota described as follows:

Beginning at the Northeast corner of said Block 2; thence on a assumed bearing of South 00

degrees 19 minutes 00 seconds East, along the East line of said Block 2 for distance of

182.32 feet to the Westerly extension of the South line of said Block 1 across said Stebner

Road; thence North 89 degrees 51 minutes 52 seconds East, along said Westerly extension

66.00 feet to the West line of said Block 1; thence North 00 degrees 19 minutes 00 seconds

West, along said West line 179.79 feet to the Easterly extension of the North line of said

Block 2 across said Stebner Road; thence North 87 degrees 56 minutes 25 seconds West,

along said Easterly extension 66.06 feet to the point of beginning.  Said area to be vacated

contains 11,950 square feet or 0.27 acres.

Approved by the City Engineer of the

City of Duluth, MN this______day

of_______20__

By____________________________

SURVEYOR'S NOTES

1. BEARINGS ARE BASED ON THE ST.

LOUIS COUNTY TRANSVERSE

MERCATOR COORDINATE SYSTEM

OF 1996. (NAD 83 2011)

2. THIS IS NOT A BOUNDARY SURVEY.
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I hereby certify that this survey, plan, or report was

prepared by me or under my direct supervision and

that I am a duly Licensed Land Surveyor under the

laws of the State of Minnesota.

______________________________ David R. Evanson

DATE:07-06-2021    MN License #49505

PHONE: 218-727-5211

LICENSED IN MN & WI

WWW. ALTALANDSURVEYDULUTH.COM

ALTA
LAND SURVEY COMPANY

DATE:07-06-2021 JOB NO:21-076

ADDRESS:STEBNER ROAD/AIRPORT ROAD

DULUTH, MN 55811

SHEET 1 OF 1

CLIENT:NCE
REVISIONS:

UTILITY EASEMENT VACATION EXHIBIT

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED UTILITY EASEMENT VACATION

All that part of the 13 foot wide utility easement lying within Lot 1, Block 2,

AIRPORT DIVISION, according to the recorded plat thereof, St. Louis

County, Minnesota.

Said utility easement vacation contains 2,803 square feet or 0.06 acres.

Approved by the City Engineer of the

City of Duluth, MN this______day

of_______20__

By____________________________

SURVEYOR'S NOTE

1. THIS IS NOT A BOUNDARY SURVEY.
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