
50-41.1 Definitions: A 
 
Accessory agriculture roadside stand.  A structure erected for the display and sale of agriculture 
products grown on the premises and that is subordinate to the primary residential or agricultural 
use of the premises.  
Accessory bed and breakfast.  An owner-occupied building designed as a one-family dwelling 
that provides no more than five guest rooms for lodging accommodations by prior arrangements 
for compensation.  The primary residence in the building or a separate, lawfully existing building 
located on the same site must be occupied by the building owner on a permanent basis.  It may 
or may not include serving of meals to guests.   
Accessory boat dock, residential.  A personal use boating structure, subordinate to a primary 
residential use of property, that is built over or floats upon the water of a lake, river, or stream, 
and that serves one property owner for mooring boats or as a landing place for marine 
transport.   
Accessory caretaker quarters.  A subordinate dwelling unit intended for an employee or owner 
who looks after or takes charge of goods or property.  The unit shall be either inside or attached 
to a main structure by a common wall.  The unit is a complete, independent living facility with 
provisions for cooking, eating, sanitation and sleeping.   
Accessory communications tower for private use.  Any structure, subordinate to a primary use of 
land, that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of supporting one or more 
wireless analog or digital telecommunication facilities, that is located on the ground or anchored 
to the ground and exceeds 24 feet in height.  Such a tower may have a variety of configurations, 
including a monopole, a lattice tower or a guyed tower.   
Accessory day care facility.  A private or public establishment licensed by the state that regularly 
provides one or more dependents with care, training, supervision, rehabilitation or 
developmental guidance on a regular basis, for periods less than 24 hours a day, for gain or 
otherwise, as a secondary and subordinate activity to a permitted or approved special use of the 
property.   
Accessory dwelling unit.  A subordinate dwelling unit added to, created within, or detached from 
a one or two family dwelling, located on the same lot or parcel as a primary residential structure 
and owned by the same owner as the primary residential structure, and providing basic 
requirements for living, sleeping, cooking, eating, and sanitation, and is constructed on 
compliant permanent footings or foundation, with permanent connections to public sanitary 
sewer and water.  No recreational vehicle, or structure on a chassis, shall constitute an 
accessory dwelling unit. 
Accessory heliport.  An area used or intended to be used for the landing and takeoff of 
helicopters that is secondary and incidental to, and is operated in support of, a permitted or 
approved special use on the same property, including operations facilities, such as 
maintenance, loading, and unloading, storage, fueling or terminal facilities.   
Accessory home occupation.  A business or occupation incidental and subordinate to the 
principal residential use. All home occupations must comply with the conditions in Section 50-
20.5.F.  Examples include but are not limited to:  artist's studio; dressmaking; accessory beauty 
salon or barber shop, office of a physician or dentist for consultation or emergency treatment but 
not for general professional practice, lawyer, engineer, architect or accountant; teaching, with 
instruction limited to not more than two pupils at the same time.  A home occupation shall not be 
interpreted to include accessory bed and breakfast, restaurants or tea rooms. 
Accessory home share. A habitable room or space in an owner-occupied single family dwelling 
or owner occupied twinhome or duplex two family dwelling, or attached accessory dwelling unit 
subordinate to an owner occupied single family, twinhome, or duplex two family dwelling, 
offered for trade or sale, whether for money or exchange of goods or services, for periods of 29 
nights or less. 



Accessory recycling collection point.  A facility used for the collection and temporary storage of 
empty beverage containers, aluminum, glass, paper or clothing for recycling purposes 
conducted totally within an enclosed structure or container, and that is accessory to a permitted 
or approved special use in the zone district.  This definition does not include processing except 
for can banks that crush cans as they are deposited.   
Accessory sidewalk dining area.  An outdoor eating and drinking area that is generally 
associated with and subordinate to a permitted or approved special use on the same property 
and that is, located on a public sidewalk. This use may include removable tables, chairs, 
planters, or similar features and equipment.   
Accessory solar or geothermal power equipment.  Accessory uses and structures that are 
clearly subordinate in size and use to the primary use and structure on the property, and that 
are used to reduce energy consumption or to generate energy from non-fossil fuel and non-
carbon dioxide emitting sources on the property.  These structures and uses may include but 
are not limited to the following, and may be located at ground level or above or below ground 
unless specifically limited in this Chapter, provided that they meet all other applicable 
requirements of this Chapter:  solar photovoltaic modules, solar thermal hot water collectors, 
solar arrays; and geothermal heat pumps, earth tubes, or downhole heat exchangers. 
Accessory use or structure.  A use or structure subordinate in use, area or purpose to the 
principal use or structure on the same lot and serving a purpose naturally and normally 
incidental to the principal use or structure and that is not included in a separate definition of an 
accessory use or structure in this Chapter.  Where an accessory building is attached to the 
principal building in a substantial manner by a wall or a roof, it shall be considered part of the 
principal building.  An accessory building or use may be permitted on a lot of record that abuts 
or is separated by a public easement of no more than 25 feet in width to another lot or lots on 
which the primary use is located, provided all lots are owned by the same owner and none of 
the parcels are severed, legally sold, conveyed, or used without the other parcels.  Examples 
include but are not limited to:  pet houses, storage sheds, swimming pools, garages, accessory 
uses and structures for energy conservation and renewable energy production, and accessory 
structures for stormwater management and water conservation. 
Accessory vacation dwelling unit.  An accessory dwelling unit as defined by this Chapter that is 
used as a vacation dwelling unit as defined by this Chapter for periods of occupancy from 2 to 
29 nights. 
Accessory vacation dwelling unit, limited. A dwelling unit, as defined by this Chapter, that is an 
owner occupied homesteaded property, offered for trade or sale, whether for money or 
exchange of goods or services, for periods of no less than 2 consecutive nights and no more 
than 7 consecutive nights, and not exceeding 21 nights in total per year. 
Accessory wind power equipment.  A small scale accessory wind power generating or 
distribution system, that is clearly subordinate in size and use to the primary use and structure 
on the property, and that is used to reduce energy consumption or to generate energy from non-
fossil fuel and non-carbon dioxide emitting sources on the property.  Accessory wind power 
equipment is designed to generate no more than 10Kw of energy. 
Accessory wireless antenna attached to existing structure.  Any wireless service antenna 
located in or on the roof or upper facade of a structure that is not a telecommunications tower, 
such as a building, water tower, steeple, silo or utility pole. 
Adjacent developed lots facing the same street.  Where a dimensional standard is related to 
dimensions on “adjacent developed lots facing the same street” the measurement shall only 
include those lots that contain a primary structure and that share a side lot line with the subject 
property and shall not include corner lots where the primary structure faces a different street.  If 
there is only one adjacent developed lot that fronts the same street, the measure shall refer only 
to the dimension on that lot.  For purposes of this measurement, all contiguous lots in common 
ownership shall be considered as a single lot, not as separate platted lots. 



Adult entertainment establishment.  See definition in Chapter 5 of the City Code.   
Adult bookstore.  See definition in Chapter 5 of the City Code.   
Agriculture, community garden.  A use in which land managed by a group of individuals is used 
to grow food or ornamental crops, such as flowers, for donation or for use by those cultivating 
the land and their households. Community gardens may be divided into separate plots for 
cultivation by one or more individuals or may be farmed collectively by members of the group 
and may include common areas maintained and used by group members. 
Agriculture, farmers market.  A recurring event, held outdoors or in another defined place, on 
designated days and times, where market vendors, consisting of agricultural producers, home 
processors, and craft producers that manufacture non-food goods by the force of their own 
labor, are organized for the purpose of selling their products directly to the public. A minimum of 
30% of vendors shall be vendors selling food crops. 
Agriculture, general.  The production or keeping of livestock, dairy animals, dairy products, 
poultry or poultry products, fur-bearing animals, horticultural or nursery stock, fruit, vegetables, 
forage, grains, timber, trees, or bees and apiary products. This definition includes all activities 
listed under “agriculture, urban.” 
Agriculture, urban.  An establishment where food or ornamental crops are grown that includes, 
but is not limited to, growing on the ground, on a rooftop or inside a building, aquaponics, and 
aquaculture.  
Airport boundary.  Those lands including the property owned by the city, state, and the United 
States, and their respective political subdivisions, that are used for aeronautical purposes and 
are contiguous with the runway and building area facilities.  The Duluth International Airport 
boundaries are illustrated on Sheet 3, airport property map, of the approved set of airport layout 
plans on file in the offices of the Duluth Airport Authority.  The Sky Harbor Municipal Airport 
boundaries are illustrated on Exhibit 50-18.2-2.   
Airport elevation.  The established elevation of the highest point on the usable landing area, 
which elevation is established to be 1,428 feet above mean sea level for Duluth International 
Airport and 610 feet above mean sea level for Sky Harbor Municipal Airport.   
Airport hazard.  Any structure, tree, or use of land that obstructs the air space required for, or is 
otherwise hazardous to, the flight of aircraft in landing or taking off at the airport; and any use of 
land that is hazardous to persons or property because of its proximity to the airport.   
Airport and related facilities.  An area of land that is used or intended for the landing and takeoff 
of aircraft, and includes its buildings and facilities, if any.  Accessory uses may include but are 
not limited to: car rental, aircraft servicing, fueling, or leasing, private aviation clubs or 
associations, and hotels.   
Alley.  A dedicated public right-of-way not more than 30 feet wide affording a secondary means 
of access to abutting property and not intended for general traffic circulation. 
Alley line.  The established side line of an alley easement.   
Antenna.  A system of electrical conductors that transmit or receive electromagnetic waves or 
radio frequency or other wireless signals.   
Apartment.  A part of a building consisting of a room or suite of rooms intended, designed or 
used as a residence by an individual or a one-family, including full cooking and bathroom 
facilities for individual use.   
Apartment hotel.  A building designed for or containing not less than 20 apartments, individual 
guest rooms or suites and in which may be furnished services ordinarily furnished by hotels, 
such as drugstores, tea room, barbershop, cigar and newsstands when such uses are located 
entirely within the building with no separate entrance from the street, and having no sign or 
display visible from the outside of the building indicating the existence of such use.   
Artisan production shop. A building or portion thereof used for the creation of original handmade 
works of art or craft items by no more than six artists or artisans, either as a principal or 
accessory use, where the facility includes an area for retail of the art/craft items being produced. 



Artisan studio. A building or portion thereof used for the creation of original handmade works of 
art or craft items by no more than three artists or artisans, either as a principal or accessory use, 
where the facility includes an area for retail of the art/craft items being produced. 
Automobile and light vehicle sales, rental, or storage.  The sale, display, lease, rental, or 
storage of light motor vehicles, including automobiles, vans, light trucks, light trailers, boats, and 
recreational vehicles.  This shall not include salvage operations, scrap operations, vehicle 
impound yards, or commercial parking lots available for short-term use.   

Automobile, Repair. An establishment engaged in performing repairs of, automobiles, light 
vehicles, and small engines. Repair may include all activities or repair or servicing of 
automobiles allowed in “automobile service”, rebuilding or reconditioning of passenger 
automobiles, body, frame or fender straightening, dent repair, replacement or repair, painting 
or rust-proofing, or other similar repair or servicing of automobiles. Such work excludes 
commercial wrecking or dismantling, scrap/salvage yards, tire recapping and truck-tractor 
repair.  
Automobile, Service. An establishment engaged in performing servicing of automobiles, light 
vehicles, and small engines.  Service may include muffler replacement, oil changing and 
lubrication, tire repair and replacement except tire recapping, wheel alignment, brake repair, 
suspension repair, transmission repair and replacement, flushing of radiators, servicing of air 
conditioners, audio installation, detailing, and other similar activities of light repair or servicing 
of automobiles.  This shall not include car washes, retail sale of automotive supplies, tires, or 
parts unrelated to repairs being performed on the premises, the retreading or vulcanizing of 
tires, filling stations, or convenience stores that sell gasoline or lubricating oil.  
Average lot depth.  The average of the lengths of the two side lot lines of a platted lot.  In the 
case of flag lots (lots where the buildable portion of the lot is connected to a public street by 
an access or driveway 20 feet wide or less), the length of the access or driveway portion of 
the lot shall be ignored in measuring either side lot line.   

 
 

 

 


