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AN ORDINANCE PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION  THAT WOULD PRECLUDE THE CITY OF
DULUTH FROM REZONING THE 230-ACRE PARCEL LOCATED IN OR NEAR THE LESTER PARK GOLF
COURSE  FROM A PARK, OPEN SPACE, OR CONSERVATION DESIGNATION TO A CLASSIFICATION
THAT AUTHORIZES PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, HOSPITALITY, OR MIXED-
USE DEVELOPMENT UNLESS THE REZONING IS APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTERS
VOTING ON THE QUESTION AT A REGULAR OR SPECIAL CITY ELECTION.

The city of Duluth does ordain that:
SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND FINDINGS.
The People of Duluth find that the former Lester Park Golf Course, comprising approximately 230 acres

of public parkland, is an irreplaceable natural asset held in trust for the benefit of current and future residents
of Duluth. The People further find that the rezoning of public parkland from park or open space classification to
a classification permitting private development is functionally equivalent to the disposition of parkland, as such
rezoning eliminates the legal protections that preserve the land for public use. The rezoning of parkland to
permit private development is a legislative act properly subject to voter approval under the City's home rule
charter. The People further find that the disposition of public parkland within the City of Duluth is a matter of
local municipal concern, affecting the residents and taxpayers of Duluth who bear the consequences of the
loss of public open space and who are entitled to a direct voice in decisions of this magnitude. This ordinance
ensures that the Property may not be rezoned for private development without the approval of the voters of
Duluth. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to exempt the City from compliance with any applicable
state law. SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this ordinance:
(a) "Property" means all land constituting the former Lester Park Golf Course authorized for

conditional conveyance to the Duluth Economic Development Authority by Ordinance 25-032-0, comprising
approximately 230 acres, together with any land subsequently added to or consolidated with said parcel by
city action. The Property does not include the approximately 37.5-acre parcel commonly known as the Lake 9
parcel previously conveyed to DEDA.

(b) "Covered Rezoning" means any rezoning, land use amendment, comprehensive plan
amendment, or other regulatory action that would change the classification of the Property, or any portion
thereof, from a park, open space, or conservation designation to a classification that authorizes or facilitates
private residential, commercial, industrial, hospitality, or mixed-use development.

SECTION 3. VOTER APPROVAL REQUIRED.
(a) No Covered Rezoning of the Property or any portion thereof shall be effective unless approved

by a majority of the voters voting on the question at a regular or special City election.
(b) The City Council shall not adopt any ordinance, resolution, or other legislative action authorizing or

effectuating a Covered Rezoning unless voter approval has first been obtained as required by this section.
(c) The ballot question presented to the voters shall describe the proposed Covered Rezoning in plain

language, including the approximate acreage affected and the general nature of the proposed use.
SECTION 4. APPLICATION TO PENDING AND FURTHER ACTIONS.
This ordinance applies to all Covered Rezonings occurring on or after its effective date, regardless of

whether preliminary authorizations, conditional conveyances, land use studies, or other preparatory actions
were undertaken prior to the effective date.

SECTION 5. EXCEPTIONS.
The following actions shall not constitute a Covered Rezoning and shall not require voter approval:

(a) The formal designation, rezoning, or reclassification of the Property to a park, open space,
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conservation, or public recreation zoning classification that strengthens its public parkland character.
(b) Any variance, conditional use permit, or other land use approval that does not change the

underlying zoning classification of the Property and that is consistent with park, open space, conservation, or
public recreation use.

SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT.
Any resident or taxpayer of the City of Duluth shall have standing to bring an action in the District Court

of St. Louis County to enjoin any Covered Rezoning that has not received voter approval as required by this
ordinance. The court shall award reasonable attorney's fees and costs to a prevailing plaintiff.

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY.
If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the

invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications that can be given effect without the invalid provision
or application.

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption by the voters at a regular or special election, as

provided by Section 16 of the Duluth City Charter.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  The purpose of this ordinance is to preclude the city of Duluth from rezoning the
subject 230-acre parcel located in or near the former Lester Park Golf Course from park, open space or
conservation designation to a classification that authorizes private residential, commercial, industrial,
hospitality or mixed-use development unless said rezoning is approved by a majority of the voters voting on
the question at a regular or special City election.
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